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Attending RSIG at the OADD Conference in Barrie was a great opportunity to network with researchers and to learn about the broader field of developmental disabilities. I was given the opportunity to hear a keynote address by my supervisor, Dr. Patricia Minnes, regarding her research on families and individuals with intellectual disabilities. Her presentation des-cribed research that spanned decades on stress and coping in families of individuals with disabilities, access to services and resources, and the integration of individuals with dis-abilities into the broader community.  

Throughout the course of the day, I was able to view many posters and attend a number of very interesting and informative presentations. The presentations were very diverse and included topics such as: assessment and treatment of developmentally delayed sexual offenders; the efficacy of psychological assessment using videoconferencing; the role of parental involve-ment in IBI, and the need to develop and im-plement a framework for program evaluation. 
Dr. Adrienne Perry headed a symposium on the outcomes of Intensive Behavioural Intervention (IBI) for children with autism in Ontario. She presented the results of a large scale study that evaluated the efficacy (potential for the success of IBI under ideal conditions) and effectiveness (potential for the success of IBI in the real world) of IBI. The results showed that IBI was effective for the majority of children, such that, as a group, the children receiving IBI showed improvements in cognitive level, adaptive behaviour, rate of development and in the severity of autism. The child’s developmental level was shown to the strongest factor predicting successful outcomes of IBI. It still remains unclear however, what factors may predict lack of success in IBI for some children who showed either no improvement or who got worse. Learning more about the factors that may predict success or lack of success will be influential in program and policy development and in determining eligibility for IBI services in Ontario. 
Attending the conference was a great experience as I was able to increase my knowledge and awareness of a number of issues related to developmental disabilities. This valuable in-formation is applicable to both my academic and clinical/work experiences. I am currently a second year master’s student in the clinical psychology program at Queen’s University. I am especially interested in learning more about the field of developmental disabilities, particularly, how children with developmental disabilities can be successfully integrated into school. As part of my program, I am learning both research skills and clinical training in assessment and intervention that will help me to accomplish my long term goal of being a clinical psychologist. A number of the talks were especially relevant to my course of study, such as the potential for videoconferencing in cognitive assessments and the need for program evaluation. 
I would like to thank Autism Ontario for providing a travel bursary to facilitate my attendance at RSIG. Overall, the inform-ation that I learned at the conference was beneficial and will be especially helpful in fostering my academic and professional development.
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