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Attendance at the RSIG/OADD through the sponsorship of Autism Ontario allowed me to learn more about current research in the field of developmental disabilities.  As well, attendance allowed me to interact and network with other researchers in the field of develop-mental disabilities and develop relationships for further research.
In particular, one poster presentation has been on my mind ever since the conference. The poster addressed the issue of medical student education about intellectual disabilities and being trained to interact with individuals with intellectual disabilities. This study looked at the training of medical students at the University of Toronto and Queens University. It examined both didactic teaching as well as clinical contact with individuals with intellectual disabilities at the preclerkship and clerkship level. The study recommended increased education and exposure to individuals with intellections disabilities in those medical training programs.  
As a medical student, this poster pertained directly to me and my own medical training. I began to think about my own training and clinical experiences with individuals with intellectual abilities at the Michael G. DeGroote School of Medicine at McMaster University. During our pre-clerkship training, we had tutorials on intellectual disabilities. In order to prepare for these tutorials we were encouraged to learn about intellectual disabilities from a variety of sources including textbooks and journal articles. However, in addition to this, we were encouraged to also look at personal stories and testimonials of individuals with intellectual disabilities and their families to see the impact that intellectual disabilities can have on one’s life and one’s family. As well, during tutorial we took the time to discuss the various components of intellectual disabilities and the impacts they have on both the individual and the family. 

In terms of the clerkship component of our curriculum, since at this point in time I am only midway through my clerkship training, I am unable to address the question of whether there is adequate training and exposure to individuals with intellectual disabilities in the clerkship component of our curriculum. However, based upon my previous experience with the medical curriculum at the Michael G. DeGroote School of Medicine at McMaster University, I am confident that training and exposure to individuals with intellectual disabilities has been incorporated into the clerkship curriculum.
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